


OVERCOMING 
ACCUSATIONS



Leviticus the rule-book, Psalms the 
hymn-book and Hebrews the 

theology-book are critical texts that 
help us understand who Jesus is, 

what He did and why He came



10 Now the son of an Israelite mother and an 
Egyptian father went out among the Israelites, 

and a fight broke out in the camp between 
him and an Israelite. 11 The son of the Israelite 

woman blasphemed the Name with a curse; 
so they brought him to Moses. 

Leviticus 24:10-23



(His mother’s name was Shelomith, the 
daughter of Dibri the Danite.) 12 They put him in 

custody until the will of the LORD should be 
made clear to them. 13 Then the LORD said to 
Moses: 14 “Take the blasphemer outside the 

camp. All those who heard him are to lay their 
hands on his head, and the entire assembly is to 

stone him. 

Leviticus 24:10-23



15 Say to the Israelites: ‘Anyone who curses 
their God will be held responsible; 16 anyone 
who blasphemes the name of the LORD is to 
be put to death. The entire assembly must 

stone them. Whether foreigner or native-born, 
when they blaspheme the Name they are to 

be put to death. 

Leviticus 24:10-23



17 “‘Anyone who takes the life of a human being 
is to be put to death. 18 Anyone who takes the life 
of someone’s animal must make restitution—life 
for life. 19 Anyone who injures their neighbour is 
to be injured in the same manner: 20 fracture for 

fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. The one 
who has inflicted the injury must suffer the 

same injury. 

Leviticus 24:10-23



21 Whoever kills an animal must make 
restitution, but whoever kills a human being is 
to be put to death. 22 You are to have the same 
law for the foreigner and the native-born. I am 

the LORD your God.’” 23 Then Moses spoke to the 
Israelites, and they took the blasphemer outside 
the camp and stoned him. The Israelites did as 

the LORD commanded Moses.

Leviticus 24:10-23



“You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.”

Matthew 16:16



“I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, who is to come into the world.”

John 11:27



7 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD 
your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone 

guiltless who misuses his name.” 

Exodus 20:7



1) JESUS WAS 
ACCUSED FOR 
CLAIMING TO 

BE GOD



31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones 
to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have 
shown you many good works from the Father. 
For which of these do you stone me?” 33 “We 
are not stoning you for any good work,” 

they replied, “but for blasphemy, because 
you, a mere man, claim to be God.” 

John 10:31-39



34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in 
your Law, ‘I have said you are “gods”’? 35 If he 
called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God 
came—and Scripture cannot be set aside— 

36 what about the one whom the Father set apart 
as his very own and sent into the world? Why 

then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I 
said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 

John 10:31-39



37 Do not believe me unless I do the works of my 
Father. 38 But if I do them, even though you do 
not believe me, believe the works, that you may 
know and understand that the Father is in me, 
and I in the Father.” 39 Again they tried to seize 

him, but he escaped their grasp. 

John 10:31-39



If you and I had been eyewitnesses 
of Jesus, I’m not sure if we would 
have had a different response. We 

likely would have been among those 
who accused Jesus of blasphemy.



You are not just an ordinary person. 
If you are in Christ, you have made 
the following claims about yourself: 

You claim to be sons or daughters of God
You claim to be a co-heir with Christ

You claim to be a citizens of the kingdom of God



11 For this is the message you heard from the 
beginning: We should love one another. 12 Do 
not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one 

and murdered his brother. And why did he 
murder him? Because his own actions were evil 

and his brother’s were righteous. 13 Do not be 
surprised, my brothers and sisters, if the world 

hates you. 

1 John 3:11-13



12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery 
ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 13 But 

rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings 
of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 

glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of 

glory and of God rests on you. 

1 Peter 4:12-14



2) JESUS WAS 
ACCUSED FOR  
CLAIMING TO 
FORGIVE SINS



18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on 
a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay 
him before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a 
way to do this because of the crowd, they went 

up on the roof and lowered him on his mat 
through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, 

right in front of Jesus.

Luke 5:18-26



20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, 
your sins are forgiven.” 21 The Pharisees and 
the teachers of the law began thinking to 

themselves, “Who is this fellow who 
speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins 
but God alone?” 22 Jesus knew what they were 

thinking and asked,

Luke 5:18-26



“Why are you thinking these things in your 
hearts? 23 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But I 

want you to know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to 
the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your 

mat and go home.” 

Luke 5:18-26



25 Immediately he stood up in front of them, 
took what he had been lying on and went home 
praising God. 26 Everyone was amazed and gave 

praise to God. They were filled with awe and 
said, “We have seen remarkable things today.”

Luke 5:18-26



Jesus took on His high priestly role 
whenever He forgave sin



Christians forgive others in the same 
way they have been forgiven



32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 

forgave you.

Ephesians 4:32



13 Bear with each other and forgive one another 
if any of you has a grievance against someone. 

Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

Colossians 3:13



44 “But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you.” 

Matthew 5:44



3) JESUS WAS 
ACCUSED FOR 
CLAIMING  TO 

DO THE 
IMPOSSIBLE



57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to 
Caiaphas the high priest, where the teachers of 

the law and the elders had assembled. 58 But 
Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the 
courtyard of the high priest. He entered and sat 

down with the guards to see the outcome. 

Matthew 26:57-67



59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin 
were looking for false evidence against Jesus so 
that they could put him to death. 60 But they did 
not find any, though many false witnesses came 

forward. Finally two came forward 61 and 
declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy 
the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’” 

Matthew 26:57-67



62 Then the high priest stood up and said to 
Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is 

this testimony that these men are bringing 
against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. The 

high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath 
by the living God: Tell us if you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God.”

Matthew 26:57-67



64 “You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say to 
all of you: From now on you will see the Son of 
Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One 
and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then 
the high priest tore his clothes and said, 

“He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we 
need any more witnesses? 

Matthew 26:57-67



Look, now you have heard the 
blasphemy. 66 What do you think?” “He is 

worthy of death,” they answered. 67 Then they 
spit in his face and struck him with their fists.

Matthew 26:57-67



Sanhedrin
(71 members forming the Jewish Supreme Court)

This was a secret meeting 
This was an illegal meeting
This was a fabricated case

 This was not a Spirit-led verdict



"What is impossible with man is possible 
with God."

Luke 18:27



Jesus chose silence instead 
of violence



63 The men who were guarding Jesus began 
mocking and beating him. 64 They blindfolded 

him and demanded, “Prophesy! Who hit 
you?” 65 And they said many other insulting 

things to him.

Luke 22:63-65



 If Jesus didn’t deserve it and 
if Jesus didn’t defend it, what 
makes us think that we cannot 

endure it? 



“In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.”

John 16:33



For our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all.

2 Corinthians 4:7



‘We are sometimes apt to think that a charge 
that is unfounded is very cruel to us. I have 

heard people say sometimes, and I have laughed 
when I have heard them say it, “Mr. So-and-so 

has charged me with such-and-such a thing, 
but I am quite innocent. I should not have 

minded if I had been guilty.” 



I have thought, “Then you ought to have 
minded it, but being innocent you have no 
cause to mind it at all.” But is it not so that 
the more unfounded a charge is, the more 

deeply it seems to cut us from the very 
wantonness of its cruelty?’

- Charles Haddon Spurgeon - 




