


THE PRAYERFUL 
LEADERSHIP OF 

HEZEKIAH



14 Hezekiah received the letter from the 
messengers and read it. Then he went up to 

the temple of the LORD and spread it out before 
the LORD. 15 And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: 
“LORD, the God of Israel, enthroned between 
the cherubim, you alone are God over all the 
kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven 

and earth. 

2 Kings 20:14-28



16 Give ear, LORD, and hear; open your eyes, 
LORD, and see; listen to the words Sennacherib 
has sent to ridicule the living God. 17 “It is true, 

LORD, that the Assyrian kings have laid waste 
these nations and their lands. 18 They have 

thrown their gods into the fire and destroyed 
them, for they were not gods but only wood 

and stone, fashioned by human hands. 

2 Kings 20:14-28



19 Now, LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, 
so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know 
that you alone, LORD, are God.” 20 Then Isaiah 
son of Amoz sent a message to Hezekiah: “This 
is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I have 
heard your prayer concerning Sennacherib king 
of Assyria. 21 This is the word that the LORD has 

spoken against him:

2 Kings 20:14-28



“‘Virgin Daughter Zion despises you and mocks 
you. Daughter Jerusalem tosses her head as you 

flee. 22 Who is it you have ridiculed and 
blasphemed? Against whom have you raised 

your voice and lifted your eyes in pride? Against 
the Holy One of Israel! 23 By your messengers 

you have ridiculed the Lord. 

2 Kings 20:14-28



And you have said, “With my many chariots  
I have ascended the heights of the 

mountains, the utmost heights of Lebanon.  
I have cut down its tallest cedars, the  

choicest of its junipers. I have reached its 
remotest parts, the finest of its forests.  

24 I have dug wells in foreign lands and drunk 
the water there. 

2 Kings 20:14-28



With the soles of my feet I have dried up all  
the streams of Egypt.” 25 “‘Have you not heard? 
Long ago I ordained it. In days of old I planned 

it; now I have brought it to pass, that you  
have turned fortified cities into piles of stone. 

26 Their people, drained of power, are dismayed 
and put to shame. 

2 Kings 20:14-28



They are like plants in the field, like tender green 
shoots, like grass sprouting on the roof, scorched 

before it grows up. 27 “‘But I know where you 
are and when you come and go and how you rage 
against me. 28 Because you rage against me  and 

because your insolence has reached my ears, I will 
put my hook in your nose and my bit in your 

mouth, and I will make you return by the way you 
came.’

2 Kings 20:14-28



It is important to understand that 
the Book of Kings is pre-exilic 

history while the Book of Chronicles 
is post-exilic history 



3 He did what was right in the eyes of the 
LORD, just as his father David had done.

2 Kings 18:3



5 Hezekiah trusted in the LORD, the God of 
Israel. There was no one like him among all 

the kings of Judah, either before him or 
after him. 6 He held fast to the LORD and did 

not stop following him; he kept the 
commands the LORD had given Moses. 7 And 
the LORD was with him; he was successful in 

whatever he undertook.

2 Kings 18:5-7



25 But Hezekiah’s heart was proud and he  
did not respond to the kindness shown him; 
therefore the LORD’s wrath was on him and 
on Judah and Jerusalem. 26 Then Hezekiah 
repented of the pride of his heart, as did  
the people of Jerusalem; therefore the 

LORD’s wrath did not come on them during 
the days of Hezekiah.

2 Chronicles 32:25-26



1) WE PRAY TO THE 
ONLY GOD



14 Hezekiah received the letter from the 
messengers and read it. Then he went up to 

the temple of the LORD and spread it out before 
the LORD. 15 And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: 
“LORD, the God of Israel, enthroned between 
the cherubim, you alone are God over all the 

kingdoms of the earth. 

2 Kings 20:14-19



You have made heaven and earth. 16 Give ear, 
LORD, and hear; open your eyes, LORD, and see; 

listen to the words Sennacherib has sent to 
ridicule the living God. 17 “It is true, LORD, that 
the Assyrian kings have laid waste these nations 

and their lands. 

2 Kings 20:14-19



18 They have thrown their gods into the fire and 
destroyed them, for they were not gods but 
only wood and stone, fashioned by human 

hands. 19 Now, LORD our God, deliver us from  
his hand, so that all the kingdoms of the earth 

may know that you alone, LORD, are God.”

2 Kings 20:14-19



"Let us make [humankind] in our image, in 
our likeness.”

Genesis 1:26



What does the content of your 
prayers say about your God? 



2) WE PRAY TO THE 
OPPOSING GOD



20 Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent a message to 
Hezekiah: “This is what the LORD, the God of 

Israel, says: I have heard your prayer 
concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria. 21 This 
is the word that the LORD has spoken against 
him: “‘Virgin Daughter Zion despises you and 

mocks you. Daughter Jerusalem tosses her head 
as you flee. 

2 Kings 20:20-24



22 Who is it you have ridiculed and blasphemed? 
Against whom have you raised your voice  
and lifted your eyes in pride? Against the  

Holy One of Israel! 23 By your messengers you 
have ridiculed the Lord. And you have said, 
“With my many chariots I have ascended the 
heights of the mountains, the utmost heights  

of Lebanon. 

2 Kings 20:20-24



I have cut down its tallest cedars, the choicest 
of its junipers. I have reached its remotest 
parts, the finest of its forests. 24 I have dug 
wells in foreign lands and drunk the water 

there. With the soles of my feet I have dried up 
all the streams of Egypt.” 

2 Kings 20:20-24



Where prayer ends, pride begins



 “God opposes the proud but shows favour to 
the humble.”

James 4:6



35 That night the angel of the LORD went out 
and put to death a hundred and eighty-five 
thousand in the Assyrian camp. When the 

people got up the next morning—there were 
all the dead bodies! 36 So Sennacherib king of 

Assyria broke camp and withdrew. He 
returned to Nineveh and stayed there.

2 Kings 19:35-36



3) WE PRAY TO THE 
ORDAINING GOD



25 “‘Have you not heard? Long ago I ordained it. 
In days of old I planned it; now I have brought it 
to pass, that you have turned fortified cities into 
piles of stone. 26 Their people, drained of power, 

are dismayed and put to shame. They are like 
plants in the field, like tender green shoots, like 
grass sprouting on the roof, scorched before it 

grows up. 

2 Kings 20:25-26



It is in the triune God (Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit) that all of history, 
everything between the beginning 

and end, finds its meaning



I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and 
the Last, the Beginning and the End.

Revelation 22:13



36 For from him and through him and for him 
are all things.

Romans 11:36



21 [God] changes times and seasons; he 
deposes kings and raises up others.

Daniel 2:21



4) WE PRAY TO THE 
OMNISCIENT GOD



27 ‘But I know where you are and when you come 
and go and how you rage against me. 28 Because 
you rage against me  and because your insolence 
has reached my ears, I will put my hook in your 
nose and my bit in your mouth, and I will make 

you return by the way you came.’

2 Kings 20:27-28



In omniscience (being all-knowing) 
God knows the where, when and 
how behind the enemy’s tactics



The LORD Almighty will bless them, saying, 
"Blessed be Egypt my people, Assyria my 
handiwork, and Israel my inheritance."

Isaiah 19:25



The omniscience of God reminds  
us that there is nothing new to 

report to God





9 A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah after 
his illness and recovery: 10 I said, “In the 

prime of my life must I go through the gates 
of death and be robbed of the rest of my 
years?” 11 I said, “I will not again see the 
LORD himself in the land of the living; no 
longer will I look on my fellow man, or be 
with those who now dwell in this world. 

Isaiah 38:9-20



12 Like a shepherd’s tent my house has been 
pulled down and taken from me. Like a 

weaver I have rolled up my life, and he has 
cut me off from the loom; day and night you 
made an end of me. 13 I waited patiently till 
dawn, but like a lion he broke all my bones; 

day and night you made an end of me. 

Isaiah 38:9-20



14 I cried like a swift or thrush, I moaned like 
a mourning dove. My eyes grew weak as I 

looked to the heavens. I am being 
threatened; Lord, come to my aid!” 15 But 

what can I say? He has spoken to me, and he 
himself has done this. I will walk humbly all 
my years because of this anguish of my soul. 

Isaiah 38:9-20



16 Lord, by such things people live; and my 
spirit finds life in them too. You restored me 
to health and let me live. 17 Surely it was for 
my benefit that I suffered such anguish. In 

your love you kept me from the pit of 
destruction; you have put all my sins behind 

your back. 18 For the grave cannot praise 
you, death cannot sing your praise; 

Isaiah 38:9-20



those who go down to the pit cannot hope 
for your faithfulness. 19 The living, the living

—they praise you, as I am doing today; 
parents tell their children about your 

faithfulness. 20 The LORD will save me, and 
we will sing with stringed instruments all the 
days of our lives in the temple of the LORD.

Isaiah 38:9-20




