


Lying to the Holy Spirit 



1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife 
Sapphira, sold a piece of property. 2

However, he kept back part of the proceeds 
with his wife’s knowledge, and brought a 

portion of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

Acts 5:1-11



3 “Ananias,” Peter asked, “why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and 
keep back part of the proceeds of the land? 

4 Wasn’t it yours while you possessed it? 
And after it was sold, wasn’t it at your 

disposal? Why is it that you planned this 
thing in your heart? You have not lied to 

people but to God.”
Acts 5:1-11



5 When he heard these words, Ananias 
dropped dead, and a great fear came on all 

who heard. 6 The young men got up, 
wrapped his body, carried him out, and 

buried him. 7 About three hours later, his 
wife came in, not knowing what had 

happened.

Acts 5:1-11



8 “Tell me,” Peter asked her, 
“did you sell the land for this price?”

“Yes,” she said, “for that price.”
9 Then Peter said to her, “Why did you 

agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? 
Look, the feet of those who have buried 

your husband are at the door, 
and they will carry you out.”

Acts 5:1-11



10 Instantly she dropped dead at his feet. 
When the young men came in, they found 
her dead, carried her out, and buried her 

beside her husband. 11 Then great fear 
came on the whole church and 
on all who heard these things.

Acts 5:1-11



32 Now the entire group of those who 
believed were of one heart and mind, and 
no one claimed that any of his possessions 

was his own, but instead they held 
everything in common. 33 With great power 
the apostles were giving testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 

grace was on all of them.
Acts 4:32-37



34 For there was not a needy person among 
them because all those who owned lands 

or houses sold them, brought the proceeds 
of what was sold, 35 and laid them at the 
apostles’ feet. This was then distributed 

to each person as any had need.

Acts 4:32-37



36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus by birth, the 
one the apostles called Barnabas (which is 

translated Son of Encouragement), 
37 sold a field he owned, brought the 

money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

Acts 4:32-37



1. Ananias and Sapphira were members of the 
early church

2. They weren’t the only ones selling their 
possessions to give to the poor

3. The church was of one heart and one mind

Three things you need to keep in mind:



1. Hypocrisy at its best



Ananias made a pretense of having given all
the proceeds. He lied. 



“great fear gripped the entire church and 
all others who heard what happened.” 

Acts 5:11



2. Deceived by the devil 



“The evil one is limited to the possibility of 
perverting or distorting or poisoning our 

participation in the Triune life. And he 
cannot do that without our permission, 

without our decision, without our choice. 
The exact target of his schemes is our 

understanding of who we are, our identity.” 

- C. Baxter Kruger, The Great Dance



Their need to be seen as generous people 
became greater than their desire to be 
generous people.

Their need to be great became greater than 
their desire to be honest.

Their need to be praised became greater than 
their desire to be who they were created to be.



My identity is not found in what I 
think of myself and it certainly is not 

found in what others think of me. 
My identity is found in Christ, alone.



Humanity as a whole is so lost and so 
confused that we aimlessly, yet willingly 

search for meaning in whatever we come 
across next and in whatever seems 

to temporarily validate us. 



Let go of the temporary 
and ground yourself in the truth.



“God created people in his own image; 
God patterned them after himself; 
male and female he created them.”

Genesis 1:27



“Do not lie to one another, seeing that you 
have put off the old self with its practices 

and have put on the new self, which is 
being renewed in knowledge after the 

image of its creator.”

Colossians 3:9-10 



“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation; the old has passed 

away, and see, the new has come!”

2 Corinthians 5:17 



“Dear children, let us not love with words 
or speech but with actions and in truth.”

1 John 3:18



Ananias and Sapphira lost sight of who 
they were. They could only see who 
they wanted to be seen as. But more 

importantly, they lost sight of 
who God created them to be. 



3 “Ananias,” Peter asked, “why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and 
keep back part of the proceeds of the land? 

4 Wasn’t it yours while you possessed it? 
And after it was sold, wasn’t it at your 

disposal? Why is it that you planned this 
thing in your heart? You have not lied to 

people but to God.”
Acts 5:3-4



Like any good Father, God wants to see us 
ask for forgiveness and start again with 
our hearts, minds and priorities in the 

right place.


