


THE LIFE OF ABRAM



1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no 
children. But she had an Egyptian slave named 
Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, “The LORD has 
kept me from having children. Go, sleep with 
my slave; perhaps I can build a family through 

her.” Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 

Genesis 16:1-15



3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten 
years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian slave 
Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his 

wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she 
conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, 

she began to despise her mistress. 

Genesis 16:1-15



5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are 
responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put 

my slave in your arms, and now that she 
knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May 
the LORD judge between you and me.” 6 “Your 
slave is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with 

her whatever you think best.” Then Sarai 
mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her.

Genesis 16:1-15



7 The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a 
spring in the desert; it was the spring that is 

beside the road to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, 
slave of Sarai, where have you come from, 

and where are you going?” “I’m running away 
from my mistress Sarai,” she answered. 9 Then 

the angel of the LORD told her, “Go back to 
your mistress and submit to her.”

Genesis 16:1-15



10 The angel added, “I will increase your 
descendants so much that they will be too 

numerous to count.” 11 The angel of the LORD
also said to her: “You are now pregnant
and you will give birth to a son. You shall 
name him Ishmael, for the LORD has heard 

of your misery. 

Genesis 16:1-15



12 He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand 
will be against everyone and everyone’s hand 

against him, and he will live in hostility 
toward all his brothers.” 13 She gave this name 

to the LORD who spoke to her: “You are the 
God who sees me,” for she said, “I have now 

seen the One who sees me.”

Genesis 16:1-15



14 That is why the well was called Beer Lahai
Roi; it is still there, between Kadesh and 
Bered. 15 So Hagar bore Abram a son, and 

Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she 
had borne. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old 

when Hagar bore him Ishmael.

Genesis 16:1-15



6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it 
to him as righteousness.

Genesis 15:6



16 [Pharaoh] treated Abram well for her sake, 
and Abram acquired sheep and cattle, male 

and female donkeys, male and female 
servants, and camels.

Genesis 12:16



vs. 1-3
1) Sarai’s Conclusions



1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no 
children. But she had an Egyptian slave named 
Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, “The LORD has 
kept me from having children. Go, sleep with 
my slave; perhaps I can build a family through 

her.”

Genesis 16:1-3



Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after 
Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, 
Sarai his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar 
and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 

Genesis 16:1-3



A) Abram dealt with his 
concerns before the Lord



“You have given me no children; so a servant in 
my household will be my heir.” 4 Then the word 
of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be 
your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and 

blood will be your heir.” 

Genesis 15:3-4



B) Sarai concealed her 
concerns from the Lord



30 Now Sarai was childless because she was not 
able to conceive.

Genesis 11:30



1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no 
children.

Genesis 16:1



Consider seven barren women 
who God enabled to conceive: 

Sarai, Rebekah, Rachel, Manoah’s 
wife, Hannah, Michal and 

Elizabeth; three of seven from 
Genesis 



"I have the right to do anything," you say—but 
not everything is beneficial. "I have the right to 

do anything"—but not everything is 
constructive.

1 Corinthians 10:23



God does not need our help to 
fulfill the promises He makes to 

us; He is quite capable!



Our impatience can lead us to look 
for a surrogate when we should be 

looking for a miracle



vs. 4-5
2) Sarai’s Criticism



4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. 
When she knew she was pregnant, she began 
to despise her mistress. 5 Then Sarai said to 
Abram, “You are responsible for the wrong I 

am suffering. I put my slave in your arms, and 
now that she knows she is pregnant, she 

despises me. May the LORD judge between you 
and me.” 

Genesis 16:4-5



“Haters gonna hate”

- Taylor Swift -



Dissatisfaction with God will lead 
to dissatisfaction with others 



A plan birthed in disobedience will 
always leave you disappointed 



When you are outside the will of 
God, you will criticize everyone 

except yourself



One of the greatest needs that 
Sarai needed and the church needs 

is discernment 



vs. 6
3) Sarai’s Conflict



6 “Your slave is in your hands,” Abram said. 
“Do with her whatever you think best.” Then 
Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her.

Genesis 16:6



Hurt people, hurt people



vs. 7-10

A) God Speaks to Hagar in the 
Wilderness 



7 The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a 
spring in the desert; it was the spring that is 

beside the road to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, 
slave of Sarai, where have you come from, 

and where are you going?” “I’m running away 
from my mistress Sarai,” she answered. 

Genesis 16:7-10



9 Then the angel of the LORD told her, “Go back 
to your mistress and submit to her.” 10 The 

angel added, “I will increase your descendants 
so much that they will be too numerous to 

count.”

Genesis 16:7-10



God asks Hagar two pivotal 
questions:

1) Where have you come from? 
2) Where are you going? 



Sometimes going forward in God 
means going backward with God



vs. 11

B) God Hears Hagar in her 
Weariness



11 The angel of the LORD also said to her: “You 
are now pregnant and you will give birth to a 
son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the LORD

has heard of your misery. 

Genesis 16:11



17 God heard the boy crying, and the angel of 
God called to Hagar from heaven and said to 
her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be 

afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies 
there.

Genesis 21:17



vs. 13
C) God Sees Hagar at the Well



13 She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to 
her: “You are the God who sees me,” for she 

said, “I have now seen the One who sees me.”

Genesis 16:13



Hagar offers us a Hebrew name for 
God – El Roi – which means, “The 

God Who Sees Me”



“God has a name for every 
situation we find ourselves in.”

- Pastor Tony Evans -



El Shadday means “God Almighty”
El Olam means “The Everlasting or Eternal God”

El Kanna means “Jealous God”
El Chay means “Living God”

El Elyon means “God Most High”



Jehovah Jireh means “The Lord Will Provide
Jehovah Shalom means “The Lord Is Peace”

Jehovah Tsebaoth means “The Lord of Hosts”
Jehovah Tsuri means “The Lord Is My Rock”

Jehovah Roi means “The Lord Is My Shepherd
Jehovah Tsidqenu means “The Lord Our 

Righteousness”



Jehovah Shammah means “The Lord Is There”
Jehovah Rapha means “The Lord the Healer”
Jehovah Tsaba means “The Lord Our Warrior”
Jehovah Nissi means “The Lord My Banner”

Jehovah Mekoddishkem means “The Lord Who 
Sanctifies”



“With man this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible.”

Matthew 19:26




