












8 Now there were in the same country 
shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were greatly afraid.

Luke 2:8-20 



10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy which will be to all people. 11 For 
there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.

Luke 2:8-20 



12 And this will be the sign to you: 
You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling 
cloths, lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying: 

14 “Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”

Luke 2:8-20 



15 So it was, when the angels had gone away 
from them into heaven, that the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us now go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to 
pass, which the Lord has made known to us.”

Luke 2:8-20 



16 And they came with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
17 Now when they had seen Him, they made 

widely known the saying which was 
told them concerning this Child.

Luke 2:8-20 



18 And all those who heard it marveled at 
those things which were told them by the 

shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things 
and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things that they had 
heard and seen, as it was told them.

Luke 2:8-20 



Being a shepherd was the most 
commonplace occupations in 

the Bible



- Pharisees took the oldest 
occupation in scripture and 
distorted it into the most 

despised occupation in culture



1) Behold the Heavenly Hosts’ 
Headline 

(vs. 9-14)



9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were greatly afraid. 
10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy which will be to all people. 

Luke 2:9-14 



11 For there is born to you this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 
12 And this will be the sign to you: You will 
find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, 

lying in a manger.”

Luke 2:9-14 



13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”

Luke 2:9-14 



A) Glory to God 
(vs. 14a) 



We often sing about the glory 
of God, but do we really

give glory to God? 



Are you a glory-giver or glory-
stealer? 



“Not to us, LORD, not to us but to 
your name be the glory, because of 

your love and faithfulness.”

Psalm 115:1



Ascribe to the LORD, you heavenly 
beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and 

strength. 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory 
due his name; worship the LORD
in the splendor of his holiness.

Psalm 29:1-2



B) Peace on Earth 
(vs. 14b) 



Of the greatness of his government and 
peace there will be no end.

Isaiah 9:7 



An apathy to glorify results 
in the absence of peace



C) Goodwill towards Men 
(vs. 14c)



There is no better privilege than 
cooperating with God 



Your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:10 



It is also a privilege 
to cooperate with others



2) Behold the Shepherd’s Haste 
(vs. 15-16)



15 So it was, when the angels had gone away 
from them into heaven, that the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us now go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to 
pass, which the Lord has made known to us.”
16 And they came with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.

Luke 2:15-16



“Though I am always in haste, 
I am never in a hurry”

- John Wesley -



Few of us haste to Jesus, 
but many of us hurry to Jesus



Technically, the shepherds were 
the first followers of Jesus 



3) Behold the Mother’s Heart  
(vs. 17-20)



17 Now when they had seen Him, they made 
widely known the saying which was told them 

concerning this Child. 18 And all those who 
heard it marveled at those things which were 

told them by the shepherds.

Luke 2:17-20 



19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered 
them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things that they had heard and seen, as 

it was told them.

Luke 2:17-20 



Mary does not ponder these 
things in her mind, she ponders 

them in her heart 



Then he went down to Nazareth with them 
and was obedient to them. But his mother 

treasured all these things in her heart.

Luke 2:51



18 And all those who heard it marveled 
at those things which were 

told them by the shepherds.

47 Everyone who heard him 
was amazed at his understanding 

and his answers.



What exactly is Mary pondering in her heart:

That Jesus is the SAVIOUR of all people 

That Jesus is the SUBJECT of all conversation

That Jesus is the SENSATION after all encounters



What are you pondering 
in your heart?



Be very careful, then, how you 
live — not as unwise but as wise, 

16 making the most of every opportunity.

Ephesians 5:15-16




