


Memory is 
Meaningful



Ecclesiastes 12:1-14
Remember your Creator in the days of your 

youth, before the days of trouble come and the 
years approach when you will say, “I find no 

pleasure in them”— 2 before the sun and the 
light and the moon and the stars grow dark, and 

the clouds return after the rain;



3 when the keepers of the house tremble, and 
the strong men stoop, when the grinders cease 

because they are few, and those looking through 
the windows grow dim; 4 when the doors to the 

street are closed and the sound of grinding 
fades; when people rise up at the sound of birds, 

but all their songs grow faint;



5 when people are afraid of heights and of dangers 
in the streets; when the almond tree blossoms and 

the grasshopper drags itself along and desire no 
longer is stirred. Then people go to their eternal 

home and mourners go about the streets.



6 Remember him—before the silver cord is 
severed, and the golden bowl is broken; before the 

pitcher is shattered at the spring, and the wheel 
broken at the well, 7 and the dust returns 

to the ground it came from, and the 
spirit returns to God who gave it.



8 “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher.
“Everything is meaningless!

9 Not only was the Teacher wise, but he also 
imparted knowledge to the people. He pondered 
and searched out and set in order many proverbs. 

10 The Teacher searched to find just the right 
words, and what he wrote was upright and true.



11 The words of the wise are like goads, their 
collected sayings like firmly embedded nails—

given by one shepherd. 12 Be warned, 
my son, of anything in addition to them. 
Of making many books there is no end, 

and much study wearies the body.



13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion 
of the matter: Fear God and keep his 

commandments, for this is the duty of all 
[humankind]. 14 For God will bring every deed 
into judgment, including every hidden thing, 

whether it is good or evil.



Age is not a factor in order 
for God to use you



Christians suffer from short-term 
memory loss when it comes to 

the faithfulness of God



1) Remember God When You 
Are Young & Old 

(vs. 1-7)



Ecclesiastes 12:1-7
Remember your Creator in the days of your 

youth, before the days of trouble come and the 
years approach when you will say, “I find no 

pleasure in them”— 2 before the sun and the 
light and the moon and the stars grow dark, and 

the clouds return after the rain;



3 when the keepers of the house tremble, and 
the strong men stoop, when the grinders cease 

because they are few, and those looking through 
the windows grow dim; 4 when the doors to the 

street are closed and the sound of grinding 
fades; when people rise up at the sound of birds, 

but all their songs grow faint;



5 when people are afraid of heights and of dangers 
in the streets; when the almond tree blossoms and 

the grasshopper drags itself along and desire no 
longer is stirred. Then people go to their eternal 

home and mourners go about the streets.



6 Remember him—before the silver cord is 
severed, and the golden bowl is broken; before the 

pitcher is shattered at the spring, and the wheel 
broken at the well, 7 and the dust returns 

to the ground it came from, and the 
spirit returns to God who gave it.



The older generation ought to 
model to the younger generation 

how to remember God



If you know how things truly begin 
with God, then you know how 

things truly end with God



A) Loss of Mental Clarity



Ecclesiastes 12:2
“Before the sun and the light and 

the moon and the stars grow dark, 
and the clouds return after the rain;”



B) Frame Weakens



Ecclesiastes 12:3
“When the keepers of the house tremble, 

and the strong men stoop”



C) Teeth Decay



Ecclesiastes 12:3
“When the grinders cease because they are few”



D) Sight Worsens



Ecclesiastes 12:3
“And those looking through the windows grow dim”



E) Fear Increases



Ecclesiastes 12:5
“When people are afraid of heights 

and of dangers in the streets” 



F) Loss of Motivation



Ecclesiastes 12:5
“And the grasshopper drags itself along 

and desire no longer is stirred”



Psalm 37:25
I was young and now I am old, yet I have 

never seen the righteous forsaken.



WPA is neither a young peoples 
church nor an old peoples church. 
WPA is a multigenerational church!



2) Remember Ecclesiastes 
(vs. 9-12)



Ecclesiastes 12:9-12
9 Not only was the Teacher wise, but he also 

imparted knowledge to the people. He pondered 
and searched out and set in order many proverbs. 

10 The Teacher searched to find just the right 
words, and what he wrote was upright and true.



11 The words of the wise are like goads, their 
collected sayings like firmly embedded nails—
given by one shepherd. 12 Be warned, my son, 

of anything in addition to them. Of making 
many books there is no end, and much 

study wearies the body.



The temptation is to treat 
Ecclesiastes as a type of book in 
the Bible that you read once and 

forget about for several years



Ecclesiastes may be one of the most 
neglected books in the Bible 

and yet one of the most wisdom-
filled books in the Bible



Whenever you read Ecclesiastes, 
there is an impartation of the best 

of human wisdom and the 
best of godly wisdom 



Solomon’s words in Ecclesiastes 
are God’s goad used to reorient 
the sheep of His pasture in the 
direction that they should go



3) Remember to Fear God & Keep 
His Commandments 

(vs. 13-14)



Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion 

of the matter: Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the duty of all 

[humankind]. 14 For God will bring every deed 
into judgment, including every hidden thing, 

whether it is good or evil.



Ecclesiastes 3:14
I know that everything God does will 

endure forever; nothing can be added to it 
and nothing taken from it. God does it 

so that people will fear him



Ecclesiastes 5:7
Much dreaming and many words are 

meaningless. Therefore fear God.



Ecclesiastes 7:18
Whoever fears God will avoid all extremes.



Ecclesiastes 8:12-13
I know that it will go better with those who 
fear God, who are reverent before him. 

13Yet because the wicked do not fear God, it 
will not go well with them, and their days 

will not lengthen like a shadow.



Fearing God must become a lifestyle, 
not just an emotional rush



The fear of God is cultivated not only 
by a pastor preaching the gospel to 
us weekly, but each of us preaching 

the gospel to ourselves daily!



Matthew 22:36-40
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment 

in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind.’



Matthew 22:36-40
38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 

39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour 
as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang 

on these two commandments. 



“If you're a believer, if you know Christ, you walk 
with him, you love him, you fear him and you 

obey him — be encouraged and comforted that 
this is the closest you will ever come to hell!” 

- Skip Heitzig -



“Now reverse that truth. If you're an unbeliever 
and you've decided to forget God, I don't care 

about God, I'll do what I want to do —
understand that this is the closest you'll ever 

come to heaven.”

- Skip Heitzig -



It is only on the day of judgement, for those who 
do not believe, when Solomon’s words, 

“Meaningless, meaningless, everything [was] 
meaningless” will be most appropriate 



Philippians 1:20-21
20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way 
be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so 
that now as always Christ will be exalted in my 

body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to 
live is Christ and to die is gain. 






