


Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 

I said to myself, “Come now, I will test you with pleasure to 
find out what is good.” But that also proved to be 

meaningless. 2 “Laughter,” I said, 
“is madness. And what does pleasure accomplish?” 

3 I tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing folly—my 
mind still guiding me with wisdom. 



I wanted to see what was good for people to do under the 
heavens during the few days of their lives. 4 I undertook great 

projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards. 5 I 
made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in 
them. 6 I made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees. 



7 I bought male and female slaves and had other slaves who 
were born in my house. I also owned more herds and flocks 
than anyone in Jerusalem before me. 8 I amassed silver and 
gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces. I 

acquired male and female singers, and a harem as well—the 
delights of a man’s heart.



9 I became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before me. 
In all this my wisdom stayed with me. 10 I denied myself nothing 
my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure. My heart took 
delight in all my labor, and this was the reward for all my toil. 11 
Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had 
toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after 

the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.



The word pleasure is used in Ecclesiastes in two different senses:
1. Activities that briefly dull the mind and heart of the individual 

toward humanity's experiences in a fallen world, but it does 
not last; it does not satisfy!

2. Daily pleasure in life's personal relationships and activities.



Motivation for Pleasure: 
Pleasing God vs. Pleasing Ourselves (selfishness)



What meaningful tools and resources do we have to take the 
edge off of our existence under the sun; without God? 



Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church 
to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the 
Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person 

well; the Lord will raise them up.
James 5:14-15a



Solomon’s Pursuits of Pleasure



Laughter I said, is madness (v.2)



I tried cheering myself with wine, 
and embracing folly (v.3)



I undertook great projects (vv.4-6)



I also owned more than anyone in Jerusalem 
before me (vv.7-8a)



I acquired...a harem as well 
- the delights of a man’s heart (v.8b)



The Disappointment of Pleasure



Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever 
drinks the water I give them will become in them a spring of 

water welling up to eternal life. 
- John 4:13-14



Pleasure is God’s Design



Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and 
there he put the man he had formed. The Lord God made all 

kinds of trees grow out of the ground trees that were pleasing to 
the eye and good for food.

- Genesis 2:8-9



Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of the heavenly lights.

- James 1:7



God is not opposed to pleasure. He is opposed to pleasure 
usurping His place in our lives.



You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me 
with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures 

at your right hand. 
- Psalm 16:11





The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; [but He has] 
come that [we] may have life, and have it to the full.

- John 10:10



Festival of Tabernacles (John 7)



On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said 
in a loud voice, Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.

- John 7:37



Meaningless, meaningless...utterly meaningless!
- Ecclesiastes 1:2



You have made us for Yourself, and our hearts are restless until 
they find their rest in You.

- St. Augustine



“Come now, let us settle the matter," says the LORD. "Though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 

they are red as crimson, 
they shall be like wool.”

- Isaiah 1:18



The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the full.

- John 10:10




