


PLANNED
AND

SPONTANEOUS



1 Chronicles 25:1-8

David, together with the commanders of the 
army, set apart some of the sons of Asaph, 
Heman and Jeduthun for the ministry of 
prophesying, accompanied by harps, lyres and 
cymbals.



Here is the list of the men who performed this 
service: 
2 From the sons of Asaph:
Zakkur, Joseph, Nethaniah and Asarelah. The 
sons of Asaph were under the supervision of 
Asaph, who prophesied under the king’s 
supervision.



3 As for Jeduthun, from his sons:
Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah
and Mattithiah, six in all, under the 
supervision of their father Jeduthun, who 
prophesied, using the harp in thanking and 
praising the LORD.



4 As for Heman, from his sons:
Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shubael and 
Jerimoth; Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, 
Giddalti and Romamti-Ezer; Joshbekashah, 
Mallothi, Hothir and Mahazioth. 5 (All these 
were sons of Heman the king’s seer. They were 
given him through the promises of God to 
exalt him. God gave Heman fourteen sons and 
three daughters.)



6 All these men were under the supervision of 
their father for the music of the temple of the 
LORD, with cymbals, lyres and harps, for the 
ministry at the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun
and Heman were under the supervision of the 
king. 7 Along with their relatives—all of them 
trained and skilled in music for the LORD—they 
numbered 288. 8 Young and old alike, teacher 
as well as student, cast lots for their duties.



One of the primary roles of the Worship Pastor 
is to be a wordsmith



A worship pastor, even more than a Lead 
Pastor, is entrusted with the holy task of 
putting worship words not only through 

people’s ears, but onto people’s lips



1) Every Church 
Needs a Worship 

Pastor



The difference is pastoring people over song 
leading



Worship is not a set up to preaching 



Music may be subjective, 
but worship must be objective



Hebrews 13:17
17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit 
to their authority, because they keep watch 
over you as those who must give an account. 
Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a 
burden, for that would be of no benefit to 
you.



2) Every Church 
Needs A Planned 

Liturgy



But every church has a liturgy and the liturgy 
itself tells a story 



“The structure of your church’s liturgy tells 
your understanding of the gospel.” 

(Bryan Chapell, Christ-Centered Worship)



“So I typically will begin with songs about the 
greatness of God, THEN and AFTER people have 
seen the greatness of God and their depravity, 
I will bring in the cross because that is when it 
is infinitely important. Then I go to songs on 

the resurrection, surrender and so forth. I tell 
the Story, because the Story, not my songs, not 

my voice, is the power of God.”

(Matt Papa, Worship Leader)



At the end of worship, we should be able to 
say, “This is my story, this is my song”



We grieve the Holy Spirit when we accuse 
planned worship of being anti-spiritual versus 

spontaneous worship being spiritual



Worship Pastors are “theological dieticians” 
for the congregations they serve 

(Zac Hicks, The Worship Pastor)



3) Every Church 
Needs the Ministry 

of Prophesying



Numbers 11:24-29
24 So Moses went out and told the people 

what the LORD had said. He brought together 
seventy of their elders and had them stand 
around the tent. 25 Then the LORD came down 
in the cloud and spoke with him, and he took 
some of the power of the Spirit that was on 
him and put it on the seventy elders. When 
the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied—
but did not do so again. 



Numbers 11:24-29
26 However, two men, whose names were 
Eldad and Medad, had remained in the camp. 
They were listed among the elders, but did 
not go out to the tent. Yet the Spirit also 
rested on them, and they prophesied in the 
camp. 27 A young man ran and told Moses, 
“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the 
camp.” 



Numbers 11:24-29
28 Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ 
aide since youth, spoke up and said, “Moses, 
my lord, stop them!” 29 But Moses replied, 
“Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all 
the LORD’s people were prophets and that the 
LORD would put his Spirit on them!”



1 Corinthians 14:5 

I would like every one of you to speak in 
tongues, but I would rather have you 
prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater 
than the one who speaks in tongues, unless 
someone interprets, so that the church may 
be edified.



1 Corinthians 14:15 
15 So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, 
but I will also pray with my understanding; I 
will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing 
with my understanding. 



A) Always 
Supervised 

(1 Chronicles 25:2)



1 Corinthians 25:2 
2 From the sons of Asaph:

Zakkur, Joseph, Nethaniah and Asarelah. The 
sons of Asaph were under the supervision of 
Asaph, who prophesied under the king’s 
supervision.



1 Corinthians 14:29-33
29 Two or three prophets should speak, and the 
others should weigh carefully what is said. 
30 And if a revelation comes to someone who is 
sitting down, the first speaker should stop. 
31 For you can all prophesy in turn so that 
everyone may be instructed and encouraged. 



1 Corinthians 14:29-33
32 The spirits of prophets are subject to the 
control of prophets. 33 For God is not a God of 
disorder but of peace — as in all the 
congregations of the Lord’s people.



B) Instrumental 
Music 

(1 Chronicles 25:6)



1 Corinthians 25:6
6 All these men were under the supervision of 
their father for the music of the temple of the 
LORD, with cymbals, lyres and harps, for the 
ministry at the house of God.



Psalm 150 tells us which instruments would be 
in David’s orchestra: trumpet, harp, lyre, 

timbrel, strings, pipe, cymbals



Regulative Principle: We only use elements 
that scripture prescribes for worship

Normative Principle: We use any elements 
that scripture does not prohibit for worship



C) Musically 
Trained and Skilled
(1 Chronicles 25:7-8)



1 Chronicles 25:7-8
7 Along with their relatives—all of them 
trained and skilled in music for the LORD—they 
numbered 288. 8 Young and old alike, teacher 
as well as student, cast lots for their duties.



If we are to prophesy with the accompaniment 
of instruments, then it takes musically trained 

and skilled musicians to play spontaneously



Psalm 33:3
Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and 
shout for joy.



It takes considerable planning to integrate an 
untrained or unskilled musician 






