


Nehemiah 1:1-11 (NIV)
1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hakaliah:
In the month of Kislev in the twentieth 
year, while I was in the citadel of Susa, 
2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from 
Judah with some other men, and I 
questioned them about the Jewish remnant 
that had survived the exile, and also about 
Jerusalem.



3 They said to me, “Those who survived the 
exile and are back in the province are in 
great trouble and disgrace. The wall of 
Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates 
have been burned with fire.” 4 When I heard 
these things, I sat down and wept. For some 
days I mourned and fasted and prayed 
before the God of heaven.



5 Then I said: “LORD, the God of heaven, the 
great and awesome God, who keeps his 
covenant of love with those who love him 
and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear 
be attentive and your eyes open to hear the 
prayer your servant is praying before you 
day and night for your servants, the people 
of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, 
including myself and my father’s family, 
have committed against you.



7 We have acted very wickedly toward you. 
We have not obeyed the commands, 
decrees and laws you gave your servant 
Moses. 8 “Remember the instruction you 
gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are 
unfaithful, I will scatter you among the 
nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey 
my commands, then even if your exiled 
people are at the farthest



horizon, I will gather them from there and 
bring them to the place I have chosen as a 
dwelling for my Name.’ 10 “They are your 
servants and your people, whom you 
redeemed by your great strength and your 
mighty hand. 11 Lord, let your ear be 
attentive to the prayer of this your servant 
and to the prayer of your servants who 
delight in revering your name.



Give your servant success today by granting 
him favour in the presence of this man.”

I was cupbearer to the king.



Word count does not matter to God. It is quality 
over quantity, it is relationship over religion.



The most prolific and spiritual things you 
can say or write are prayers that impact 

future generations



1) Sincere Prayers 
(vs. 4)



Nehemiah 1:4 (NIV)
4 When I heard these things, I sat down and 
wept. For some days I mourned and fasted 
and prayed before the God of heaven.



Our prayer life has been conditioned by the norms 
of twenty-first century culture



“Sincere prayer recognizes that there 
is much that can be done after you pray, 

but there is not much that you can do 
to help the situation until you pray.”

(H. B. Charles, It Happens After Prayer)



We know we are building intimacy with 
God when immediate prayer becomes our 

human instinct 



2) Reverent Prayers 
(vs. 5-6a)



Nehemiah 1:5-6a (NIV)
5 Then I said: “LORD, the God of heaven, the 
great and awesome God, who keeps his 
covenant of love with those who love him 
and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear 
be attentive and your eyes open to hear the 
prayer your servant is praying before you 
day and night for your servants, the people 
of Israel.



Nehemiah’s prayer is a request for the 
transcendent God to be immanent. It is the human 

invitation for divine intervention.



A) God the Father

God Most High (Gen. 14:18)
Our Shield (Ps. 59:11)

My Father's God (Ex. 18:4)
Sovereign Lord (2 Sam. 7:18)

Holy One (Ps. 71:22)
God of Heaven (Neh. 1:5)

Great and Awesome God (Neh. 1:5)
My Strength (Ps. 59:9)



A) God the Father

My Loving God (Ps. 59:9)
God Who Avenges (Ps. 94:1)
Judge of the Earth (Ps. 94:2)
Abba, Father (Mark 14:36)
Only True God (John 17:3)

God of Peace (I Thess. 5:23)
God the Blessed and Only Ruler (1 Tim. 6:15)

God of all Grace (1 Pet. 5:10)



B) Jesus the Son

Desired of All Nations (Hag. 2:7)
Immanuel (Matt. 1:23) 
Master (Luke 17:13)

Son of Man (Luke 19:10)
The Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25)



B) Jesus the Son

Teacher (John 13:13)
The Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6), 

Bread of Life (John 6:35)
True Vine (John 15:1)

Our High Priest (Heb. 5:10)



C) The Holy Spirit

Spirit of Truth (John 16:13)
Spirit of Holiness (Rom. 1:4)

Spirit of Life (Rom. 8:2)
Eternal Spirit (Heb. 9:14)



3) Confessional Prayers 
(vs. 6b-7)



Nehemiah 1:6b-7 (NIV)
I confess the sins we Israelites, including 
myself and my father’s family, have 
committed against you. 7 We have acted 
very wickedly toward you. We have not 
obeyed the commands, decrees and laws 
you gave your servant Moses.



Prayer without confession is no prayer at all



Genesis 2:25 & 3:17 (NIV)
“They were naked and had no shame” 

Genesis 3:7 (NIV)
“They realized they were naked; so they 
sewed fig leaves together and made 
coverings for themselves”. 



One person’s confession can move the heart of 
God on behalf of an entire nation



4) Biblical Prayers 
(vs. 8-9)



Nehemiah 1:8-9 (NIV)
8 “Remember the instruction you gave your 
servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, 
I will scatter you among the nations, 9 but if 
you return to me and obey my commands, 
then even if your exiled people are at the 
farthest horizon, I will gather them from 
there and bring them to the place I have 
chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’



Deuteronomy 30:1-4 (NIV)

When all these blessings and curses I have 
set before you come on you and you take 
them to heart wherever the LORD your God 
disperses you among the nations, 2 and when 
you and your children return to the LORD
your God and obey him with all your heart 
and with all your soul according to 
everything I command you today,



3 then the LORD your God will restore your 
fortunes and have compassion on you and 
gather you again from all the nations where 
he scattered you. 4 Even if you have been 
banished to the most distant land under the 
heavens, from there the LORD your God will 
gather you and bring you back.



The biblical promises of God have no expiry date



2 Corinthians 1:20 (NIV)
20 For no matter how many promises God 
has made, they are “Yes” in Christ.



Matthew 24:35 (NIV)
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will never pass away.



There are 31,102 verses within the sixty-six books 
of the Bible that can be leveraged during our 

times of prayer



5) Action Prayers 
(vs. 11)



Nehemiah 1:11 (NIV)
11 Lord, let your ear be attentive to the 
prayer of this your servant and to the prayer 
of your servants who delight in revering 
your name. Give your servant success today 
by granting him favour in the presence of 
this man.” I was cupbearer to the king.



We are prone to act without praying or pray 
without acting



It was in the midst of prayer that Nehemiah 
got his best ideas



i. Pray About Anything



Philippians 4:6 (NIV)
6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.



ii. Pray with Confidence



Hebrews 4:16 (NIV)
Let us then approach God's throne of grace 
with confidence, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in our time 
of need.



iii. Pray in the Name of Jesus



John 16:23-24 (NIV)
23 In that day you will no longer ask me 
anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father 
will give you whatever you ask in my name. 
24 Until now you have not asked for anything 
in my name. Ask and you will receive, and 
your joy will be complete.



iv. Pray in the Spirit



Ephesians 6:18 (NIV)
18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with 
all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 
in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the Lord’s people.



v. Pray Without Ceasing



1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV)
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.














