


1 The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out 
by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a 
valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth 
among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor 
of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, 

“Son of man, can these bones live?”
I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”

Ezekiel 37:1-14



4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to 
them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 This is 

what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make 
breath enter you, and you will come to life.6 I will attach 
tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover 
you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come 

to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’”

Ezekiel 37:1-14



7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was 
prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the 

bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and 
tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered 

them, but there was no breath in them.

Ezekiel 37:1-14



9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, 
son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four 
winds and breathe into these slain, that they may 

live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on 

their feet—a vast army.

Ezekiel 37:1-14



11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the 
people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our 

hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say 
to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, 

I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; 
I will bring you back to the land of Israel.13 Then you, 
my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open 

your graves and bring you up from them.

Ezekiel 37:1-14



14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will 
settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I 

the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, 
declares the LORD.’”

Ezekiel 37:1-14



3 The word of the LORD came to Ezekiel the priest, the son 
of Buzi.

Ezekiel 1:3



1) Skeleton Faith
(vs. 1-3)



1 The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out 
by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a 
valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth 
among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor 
of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, 

“Son of man, can these bones live?”
I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”

Ezekiel 37:1-3



A city without God is a city dead in sin 



3 He said: “Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, 
to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they 
and their ancestors have been in revolt against me to this 

very day. 4 The people to whom I am sending you are 
obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says.’ 5 And whether they listen or fail to 
listen—for they are a rebellious people—they will know 

that a prophet has been among them.” 

Ezekiel 2:3-5 



17 “Son of man, when the people of Israel were living in 
their own land, they defiled it by their conduct and their 

actions. Their conduct was like a woman’s monthly 
uncleanness in my sight. 18 So I poured out my wrath on 

them because they had shed blood in the land and 
because they had defiled it with their idols.

Ezekiel 36:17-20



19 I dispersed them among the nations, and they were 
scattered through the countries; I judged them according 
to their conduct and their actions. 20 And wherever they 

went among the nations they profaned my holy name

Ezekiel 36:17-20



Three prerequisites for revitalization: 

A) The hand of the Lord must be upon you
B) The Spirit of the Lord must lead you

C) The voice of the Lord must instruct you



God does not ask us to do things that do not require faith



2) Revitalizing Faith
(vs. 4-10)



4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to 
them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 This is 

what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make 
breath enter you, and you will come to life.6 I will attach 
tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover 
you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come 

to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’”

Ezekiel 37:4-10



7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was 
prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the 

bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and 
tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered 

them, but there was no breath in them.

Ezekiel 37:4-10



9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, 
son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four 
winds and breathe into these slain, that they may 

live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on 

their feet—a vast army.

Ezekiel 37:4-10



Prophetic words are not human inventions, but are simply 
a human vocalization of God’s very own words



A) Prophesy to these bones
(vs. 4)



Toe bone connected to the foot bone
Foot bone connected to the heel bone
Heel bone connected to the ankle bone
Ankle bone connected to the shin bone
Shin bone connected to the knee bone
Knee bone connect to the thigh bone
Thigh bone connect to the hip bone

Hip bone connected to the back bone
Back bone connected to the shoulder bone
Shoulder bone connected to the neck bone

Neck bone connected to the head bone
Now heart the word of the Lord 

― “Dem Bones” by the Delta Rhythm Boys ―



A) Prophesy to the breath
(vs. 9)



“For in Him we live and move and have our being.”

Acts 17:28



It is clear that God wants to revitalize the dead in our city 
from the inside out!



3) Resurrecting Faith
(vs. 11-14)



11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the 
people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our 

hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say 
to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, 

I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; 
I will bring you back to the land of Israel.

Ezekiel 37:11-14



13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, 
when I open your graves and bring you up from them.

14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will 
settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I 
the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the 

LORD.’”

Ezekiel 37:11-14



We are not to be surprised if living as Christians 
brings us to the place where we find we are at the 
end of our own resources, and that we are called 

to rely on the God who raises the dead. 

- N. T. Wright -



Ezekiel 37:1-14 is a foreshadowing of the resurrection 
power of Jesus Christ 



51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two 
from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and 
the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who 
had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs 

after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and 
appeared to many people.

Matthew 27:51-53



“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in 
me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by 

believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

John 11:25-26



Ezekiel message gives us hope of revitalization in the now 
and Jesus resurrection gives us hope of revitalization in 

the future




