


25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test 
Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. 
“How do you read it?” 27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love 
your neighbour as yourself.’”

Luke 10:25-37



28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. 
“Do this and you will live.” 29 But he wanted to justify 

himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?”
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. 
They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 

away, leaving him half dead.

Luke 10:25-37



31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and 
when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 
32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, 
as he traveled, came where the man was; and when 

he saw him, he took pity on him.

Luke 10:25-37



31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and 
when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 
32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, 
as he traveled, came where the man was; and when 

he saw him, he took pity on him.

Luke 10:25-37



34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on 
oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, 
brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next 

day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I 
will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’

Luke 10:25-37



36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to 
the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy 
on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

Luke 10:25-37



Love is God's revitalizing agent



“We make our friends; we make our enemies, but God 
makes our next door neighbour. … We have to love our 

neighbour because he [or she] is there.”

- G. K. Chesterton -



1) Answered Correctly 
(vs. 25-28)



25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test 
Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. 
“How do you read it?” 27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love 
your neighbour as yourself.’” 28 “You have answered 
correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”

Luke 10:25-28



"Many are charmed by the Word, 
but not changed by the Word." 

- Tony Merida -



For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any 
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul 

and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12



2) Justify Ourselves 
(vs. 29)



29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbour?”

Luke 10:29



Christians need to stop justifying themselves and allow 
themselves to be justified in Christ



God has hand selected your neighbours for you 
knowing your personality, your family dynamics 

and your natural and spiritual gifts



3) Pass By 
(vs. 30-33)



30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. 

They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 
away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be 

going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he 
passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he 
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 
side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the 

man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.

Luke 10:30-33



God has not called us to be religious, 
he has called us to be relational



In God's eyes, mercy trumps purity every time



The Lord is calling us to look for the image 
of God in every person we meet



35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, 

I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘

Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 
or thirsty and give you something to drink? 

Matthew 25:35-40



38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 
needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you 

sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever 

you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

Matthew 25:35-40



Revitalization is a biblical theology of the neighbourhood



In fact the word “revitalization” comes from 
the Latin word "vita" meaning “life”

...to “revitalize” means to “bring back to life”



“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when 
he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his 

clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.”

Luke 10:30



Jesus gives us the eyes to see people not as they are, 
but as they can be



33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man 
was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He 

went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought 
him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he 
took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. 
‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will 
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'

Luke 10:33-35



Pity moves us from passivity to passion 



Touch: He went to him and bandaged his wounds 
(vs. 34a)



Time: Then he put the man on his own donkey, 
brought him to an inn and took care of him 

(vs. 34b)



Treasure: He took out two denarii and 
gave them to the innkeeper 

(vs. 35)




